
Thank you to all those who prayed for Conrad's UK 
passport application. We received his British passport in 
early November, Praise God! The following week HMPO 
returned to us the documents we submitted in support of 
the passport application, which are also required for 
Annet's UK Spouse Visa. As such, we were able to 
submit the documents and make a priority visa 
application for Annet on 19th November. As we write, it 
is less than a week until Damien is due to board his flight 
to the UK. The deadline for UKVI to make a decision on 
the application is 17th January 2020, so Damien may 
have been in the UK for a couple of weeks before we 
know the outcome. Of course, we are feeling anxious 
but trusting in God, so please continue to pray for a 
positive and timely decision.

In the meantime, we have enjoyed a final tropical 
Christmas together at our home in Kirinnya, Uganda. 
Annet's brother Matthias and her son Abel joined us for 
our Christmas meal of plantain, ground nut sauce and 
chicken prepared in banana leaves. Patience is very 
pleased with the pink microphone she got for Christmas 
and is busy entertaining the local community with her 
less than tuneful singing. Conrad is now walking, and 
likewise enjoying his presents, particularly pushing his 
toy cars and making an engine noise. We thank God for 
this special time together in Uganda before the coming 
changes.
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“I will be with you when you go through deep waters”

Isaiah 43:2

On my (Damien's) 21st birthday my parents gave me a 
nondescript little hardback book titled “I Am With You” by 
Fr John Woolley. They were not believers, and I had only 
accepted Christ into my life two years before. I 
remember thinking at the time “I don't how helpful this 
book will be, but at least they have made an effort to 
recognise my faith”. I had no idea then how the 
reflections and words of encouragement in that little 
book would see me through so many of life's crises and 
times of personal need. As Annet and I continue to wait 
for UK Visas and Immigration (UKVI) to make a decision 
on her application to settle in the UK as my wife, this 
little book has again been a great encouragement. 
Below are a couple of passages from “I Am With You” 
that serve as a reminder that God is indeed is with us at 
this time of uncertainty.

“My child, try to see in the midst of life's trials, not merely 
the calmer waters which you feel must be beyond 
them…The agonising periods of existence, which would 
almost make you lose your hold on Me, can serve a very 
relevant purpose for you…otherwise I would not permit 
them. Pain is the raw material from which can be made 
a soul increasingly sensitive to My love's existence.

My child, a life of thanksgiving and worship in the midst 
of what, at times, is totally discouraging, is something to 
which you are called. Thanksgiving reveals a human 
heart which understands, deeply, the faithfulness of the 
divine love.”

Transition to the UK

Annet and I are now nearing the end of our work in 
Africa. Since we last wrote we have been involved in 
conducting training on data protection in Uganda, the 
provision of legal advice to BMS partners as well as 
finishing up some longer term projects. We are grateful 
that we are able to finish our time in Uganda well.



Home Assignment

There have been a few changes to our home 
assignment schedule and so I have included a revised 
timetable of our movements below:

January

Sunday 19th January 2020 Battle Baptist Church, Battle, 
East Sussex (6pm)

Sunday 26th January 2020 Prince's Drive Baptist 
Church, Colwyn Bay, Clwyd (10:30am)

February

Sunday 2nd February 2020 South Woodham 
Evangelical Church, Essex (10:15am)

Wednesday 5th February 2020 Parsons Heath Baptist 
Church, Colchester, Essex (7:30pm)

Sunday 9th February 2020 Parkstone Baptist Church, 
Poole, Dorset (10:30am)

Saturday 15th February 2020 Hereford Baptist Church, 
Hereford, Herefordshire (pm, TBC)

Saturday 22nd February 2020 Oadby Baptist Church, 
Oadby, Leicestershire (pm, TBC)

Sunday 23rd February 2020 Mansfield Rd Baptist
Church Nottingham (10:30am)

Wednesday 26th February 2020 Beeches Baptist 
Church, Carshalton, Sutton (pm, TBC)

March

Sunday 1st March 2020 Stalham Baptist Church, 
Stalham, Norfolk (10:30am)

Sunday 29th March 2020 Victoria Baptist Church, 
Eastbourne, East Sussex (9:30am)

Prayer Requests

We thank God for answering our prayers and providing 
Conrad's British passport, and for all those who prayed 
with us for this process.

We thank God for a positive end to our time as a family in 
Uganda, during which we have been able to work 
alongside BMS partners and spend valuable time with 
friends and family.

We pray for a favourable outcome for Annet's application 
for a UK spouse's visa, which was submitted in 
November.

Continue to pray for the health and wellbeing of our 
family, and that God will keep us together.

Blessings,

Damien, Annet, Patience and Conrad

“I am with you always, until the end of time”

Matthew 28:20
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